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GENERAL INFORMATION  
 


 


 


GENERAL INFORMATION  
 
INTRODUCTION  
A Year 10 program is made up of six subjects per semester. The subjects are to be selected by you, within the following guidelines. 


Compulsory subjects 


 English (for whole year) 
 Mathematics (for whole year) 
 Two STEM electives (for one semester each) 
 One HPE elective (for one semester) 
 One Humanities elective (for one semester) 


Sample Program 


English 


(All Year) 


Maths 


(All 
Year) 


Science 
Subject 


HAPE 
Subject 


Free 
Choice 
Subject 


Free 
Choice 
Subject 


Science 


Subject 
Humanities 


Subject 


Free 
Choice 
Subject 


Free 
Choice 
Subject 


 


This booklet contains detailed information about the Year 10 subjects and Vocational Education and Training (VET) subjects offered 
at Colac Secondary College in 2022. Student demand will be the major factor in determining which subjects will actually run in 2023.  


Students should use this information to plan their pathway through Year 10, Year 11 and Year 12 by selecting combinations of 
subjects that meet their interests and abilities and lead to their intended career and/or their post-school studies at tertiary institutions.  
 
PLANNING YOUR PATHWAY   
When planning your course, you should:   


• Read the subject descriptions in this handbook.  


• Consider the subject areas that you enjoy.  


• Consider the subject areas that you are good at.  


• Seek advice and talk to a variety of people about your interests and further studies.   
  


YOUR CHOSEN COURSE SHOULD  
• Provide you with a viable pathway with options and post-secondary school choices.  


 If you require further information or clarification of any material in this booklet, please feel free to contact any one of the following 
transition team members.  


 Transition team members: 


   David Treweek    Year 10-12 Sub School Leader  


                                                                     Dean Felekos     Year 7-9 Sub School Leader  


                       Michelle Winch     Assistant Principal     





		PLANNING YOUR PATHWAY

		YOUR CHOSEN COURSE SHOULD






 








ENGLISH 
Offered: Full Year  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 


ENGLISH 
• Analyse a range of written texts 
• Develop and present points of view 
• Develop creative texts 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
English aims to equip students with skills in reading, writing, listening and speaking. This subject focuses 
on providing students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their capacity to respond to texts in 
both a creative and analytical format. Furthermore, students will focus on analysing the ways in which 
language and argument are used to persuade others, while constructing their own argument. These 
topics are predominantly covered using a variety of texts, which allow students to demonstrate their 
understanding of a range of ideas. The use of ICT will be incorporated throughout the students’ learning 
in this unit.  


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


English


VCE English
VCE 


Foundation 
English


VCAL Literacy


Teaching Law Media & 
Communication The Arts Public 


Relations 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Laptop/iPad 
• Set texts 
• Dictionary 
• Folder and loose-leaf paper 








ESSENTIAL ENGLISH  
Duration: Full Year  


1 
 


  


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
ENGLISH 
Explore a range of text types 
 
Refine speaking and listening skills 
 
Improve writing skills 
 
Expressing a point of view on a subject 
 
Analysing argument and persuasive language 


 
 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Essential English aims to support students who need additional help in preparing for VCE English, VCE 
Foundation English or VCAL Literacy. The focus is on helping students build their comprehension, 
analytical and writing skills in response to a variety of accessible texts. Students will receive structured 
support to analyse persuasive texts, and present their own point of view in written texts and oral 
presentations. They will analyse the author’s craft and relevant issues in response to short stories and 
graphic novels, and also analyse films.  
 
Entry into this subject is restricted. Eligible students will be selected by teacher recommendation, 
followed by course counselling and parent/carer consultation.    


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


ESSENTIAL 
ENGLISH


VCE ENGLISH VCAL 
LITERACY


VCE 
Foundation 


English 


Retail 
Apprenticeships 


& Trades 
Media & 


Communication The Arts 
Public 


Relations  


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POTENTIAL 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Laptop/iPad 
• Dictionary  
• Folder and loose-leaf paper 


 
 








ECONOMICS & CIVICS: DOLLARS & SENSE 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS  CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 


• Resource allocation and 
making choices. 


• Consumer and financial 
literacy. 


• The business 
environment 


• Work and work futures 
• Enterprising behaviours 


and capabilities 


• Government and 
democracy 


• Laws and citizens 
• Citizenship, 


diversity and 
identify 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
  
 
 
This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and skills in 
relation to the world of business, work, law-making and the legal system. These topics are covered by 
discussing real world situations involving the law and business, as well as exploring the choices students 
have in relation to work, careers and wealth creation.  


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Dollars and 
Sense


Business
Management Legal Studies Accounting


Apprentice-
ships 


University - 
Commerce 


Finance 
related 
careers 


Law related 
careers 


Business 
ownership 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• Access to current events (through 


print or digital media) 
 








GEOGRAPHY: 
IT’S YOUR WORLD 


Duration: Semester Unit    


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Human Wellbeing 


• Global wellbeing issues 
• Human Rights 
• Wars and Conflicts 


Land Management 
• Land uses and practices 
• Environments under threat 
• Global Water issues 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 


It’s Your World aims to equip students with the tools needed to identify, describe and discuss 
Geographies of Human Wellbeing and explore Land Management practices and environmental change. 
This subject focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their 
understanding of global issues such as human rights, poverty wars and conflicts. They will explore 
environments under threat and make recommendations to help solve a variety of environmental 
problems. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


It's Your 
World


VCE 
Gegography


Outdoor 
Education


Teaching Environmental 
Management Climatologist Cartographer Geographer 


  


 


 


    


 


 


 
 
 
 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
• iPad 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 








HISTORY: 
BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS 
 Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Effects of World War One – Treaty of Versailles, end of 
empires, economic destruction, loss of life 


Causes of World War Two – analysing the long-term causes 
and short-term triggers of World War Two, for example, the 
rise of Hitler and Japan’s imperial ambitions. 


Significant events, turning points of World War Two and the 
nature of warfare – investigating the scale and significance 
of the Holocaust. 


 


 


 


 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
BLOOD, SWEAT AND TEARS aims to equip students with an understanding of the history of the modern 
world and Australia from 1919 to the present. This unit focuses on providing students with the 
opportunity to develop and enhance their knowledge of the end of Wold War One, the Great 
Depression, Rise of Hitler, World War Two, the Cold War and Vietnam. This elective introduces students 
to exploring different ideologies and explaining their influence on people’s lives and international 
relations. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Blood,Sweat 
and Tears


History


Historian Museum 
Curator 


Media/ 
Communications Teaching Research 


Analyst 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Writing book 
• iPad or laptop 
 


 








HISTORY: 
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS 


 Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
including Australia’s involvement  


Causes of the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples for rights and freedoms before 1965 


Effects of the US civil rights movement and its influence on 
Australia 


Continuity and change for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples in securing and achieving civil rights and 


   


 


 
 


 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS aims to equip students with an understanding of the history of the modern 
world and Australia from 1945 to the present. This unit focuses on providing students with the 
opportunity to develop an understanding of the US civil rights movement, from the peaceful protests of 
Martin Luther King to the more violent tactics of Malcolm X and the Black Panthers, and how this 
movement inspired the struggle of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples for the rights and 
freedoms denied them. This elective shines a light on Australia’s history of segregation, the progress 
that has been made towards recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander rights, and the significance 
of key events such as the 1962 right to vote federally, 1967 Referendum, Reconciliation, Mabo decision, 
Bringing Them Home Report (the Stolen Generations), the Apology and the different perspectives of 
these events. 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


History -
Rights & 


Freedoms


History


Historian Museum 
Curator 


Media/ 
Communications Teaching Research 


Analyst 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Laptop or iPad 
• Folder and loose-leaf paper 
 


 








HISTORY: 
WOMEN IN HISTORY 


Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Historical concepts and skills 
 
Historical knowledge 


• The making of the modern world 
• The modern world and Australia 


 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to learn about significant historical events 
through the eyes of women. Students will be creating a journal containing reflections which sequence 
significant events in Australian history. They will use a variety of visual representations, films and 
historical evidence to analyse the effects of these events on society generally, and women in particular. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Women in 
History


VCE 
History


Research 
Analyst 


Feminist 
Commentator Historian Teaching University – 


The Arts 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE  
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
 








JOURNALISM 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


  


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
ENGLISH 
Explore a range of texts types 
 
Develop literacy skills for practical application 
 
Refine speaking and listening skills 
 
Expressing a point of view on a familiar subject 
 
Identify, explain and analyse current issues 


 
 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
The Year 10 Journalism elective will equip students with a clear understanding of the political and media 
landscape in Australia, and the purpose and forms of different types of media and communication. 
Across our first unit, students will engage with historical and current print media and the media 
ownership landscape, and they will write for publication. In our second unit, students will examine the 
forms of digital media – podcasts, radio, vlogs, and social media production. As a class, students will 
conceive, record and edit a podcast based around a theme determined by the class. Year 10 Journalism 
will extend and engage students who excel or take significant interest in language-based subjects. This 
is a pathway into VCE English, and a subject that will build communication skills, critical literacy and 
interpretative capabilities.  


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


JOURNALISM


VCE ENGLISH VCAL 
LITERACY


Publishing & 
Editing 


Politics & 
International 


Relations 


Media & 
Communication The Arts 


Public 
Relations  


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POTENTIAL 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Laptop/iPad 
• Set texts 
• Dictionary  
• Workbook 
• Apps  


 
 








 








ADVANCED MATHEMATICS 
Duration: Full Year  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and 


Geometry 
• Statistics and Probability 
• Problem Solving 


 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Advanced Mathematics aims to equip students with the skills and knowledge required for Year 11 
Maths Methods and/or Specialist Maths. Upon completion of this subject and with teacher 
recommendation, some students will be eligible to complete Further Mathematics (Units 3 and 4) in 
Year 11.  
 
This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their 
mathematical skills in algebra, probability, trigonometry and statistics. These topics are predominantly 
covered using exercises and assignments. The use of BYOD IT will be incorporated throughout the 
students’ learning in this unit. This subject introduces students to higher level mathematics, both at 
Year 10 and VCE. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Advanced 
Mathematics


VCE Maths 
Methods


VCE Further  
Mathematics 
(Units 3 & 4)


VCE Specialist 
Mathematics


VCE General 
Mathematics 
(Units 1 & 2)


Digital 
Technologies 
and Gaming 


Medicine Statistician Engineering Scientist 


YEAR 10 


 
 


VCE / 
VCAL /  


VET 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad/laptop 
• TI-nspire CX CAS calculator 
• Textbook  








MATHEMATICS 
Duration: Full Year  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
• Number and Algebra 
• Measurement and Geometry 
• Statistics and Probability 
• Problem Solving 
 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Mathematics aims to equip students with the fundamental mathematical skills and concepts required for 
either VCE General or Foundation Mathematics.  
 
This subject focuses on number and algebra, measurement and geometry, and statistics and probability. 
These topics are taught using explicit teaching methods and project based learning techniques. The use 
of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) will be incorporated throughout students’ learning. 
Successful completion of this subject will allow students to develop essential problem solving skills for 
further studies. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Mathematics


Foundation 
Mathematics


General 
Mathematics VCAL


Teaching Accounting  Scientific 
Research 


Digital 
Technology Nursing 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
• iPad/laptop 
• Calculator either: 


o TI-nspire CX CAS 
calculator (if going into 
VCE General 
Mathematics) 


o TI-30XB (Green) 
• Developmental Mathematics, 


Book 4.  
 








BIOLOGY AND CHEMISTRY 
Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
CHEMISTRY 


• Atomic structure 
• Periodic table 
• Conservation of mass 
• Balancing chemical 


equations 
BIOLOGY: 


• Genetics  
• Natural selection 
• Cell structure 


 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Biology and Chemistry aims to equip students with the knowledge, tools and skills for studying Biology 
and/or Chemistry at VCE. This subject focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop 
and enhance their understanding of Biology and Chemistry concepts. These topics are predominantly 
covered using classroom based learning and practical activities. Students will be prepared for VCE by 
learning study techniques, key vocabulary and critical thinking skills which will be transferable across all 
VCE subjects. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Biology and 
Chemistry


Biolology Chemistry Envoronmental 
Science


Education Scientific 
Research 


Environmental 
studies and 


sustainability 
Engineering 


Health  and 
medical 


Industries 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad/laptop 
• Possible excursion (cost may be 


involved) 








PHYSICS AND STEM 
Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
PHYSICS 


• Electric circuits 
• Motion and 


movement 
• Laws of Physics 


DESIGN TECHNOLOGY: 
• The Design 


Thinking Process 
• Robotics 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Explore the world of Physics by completing projects that will incorporate and develop your skills in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). Through a combination of theory- and 
project-based learning you will explore topics that may include electricity, robotics and the science of 
movement. 
  
This unit aims to equip students with the pre-requisite knowledge required to complete VCE Physics, 
VCE Design Technology and VCE Systems Engineering subjects. Completion of this subject will also equip 
you with valuable skills should you wish to enter trades such as Electrical or Construction.   


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Physics and 
STEM


Physics Design 
Technologies


Systems 
Engineering Maths


Sustainable 
Energy 


Trade 
Pathways 


Theoretical 
Physics Electrical Engineering 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE / 
VCAL /  


VET 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad/Laptop 
• Possible excursion (cost may be 


involved) 
 








THE HUMAN BODY AND PSYCHOLOGY 
Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
• Evolution 
• Workings of the 


human body 
• Responding to the 


external environment 
• Stimulus-response 


model 
• The nervous system 


 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
In The Human Body and Psychology you will learn all about humans: how we evolved, how we respond 
to the world around us, the internal working of the human body and how the nervous system not only 
coordinates all of this, but also makes us who we are. This course will explore the biology and 
psychology behind humans through a combination of theoretical and practical learning.  
 
On completion of this unit you will have the fundamental skills required to complete VCE Psychology or 
VCE Biology (it is strongly encouraged you also complete Biology and Chemistry if you are planning to 
study VCE Biology). You will also have created a sound knowledge base should you wish to pursue a 
career in health.   


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


The Human 
Body and 


Psychology


Psychology
Biology


(Biology and Chemistry is 
also strongly suggested)


Health and Human 
Development


(with appropriate Health 
elective(s))


Physical Education
(with appropriate 


Phylsical Education 
elective(s))


Exercise and 
Sport Science Archaeology Psychology Medicine and 


Nursing 
Health and 
wellbeing 


YEAR 10 
 


 


VCE / 
VCAL /  


VET 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• IPAD/laptop 
• Possible excursion (this may 


include a cost) 
 








APPLIED SCIENCE 
Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
• Advances in science 


understanding 
• Values and needs of 


contemporary society 
• Design Thinking Process 
• Scientific Method 


 
 
 


 


  


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Fact checking? What’s in the news? Thinking of new ideas? 
  
Applied Science is a creative elective that allows students to investigate interesting ideas. Students will 
explore how high rockets fly, ethical issues of new medicines and how human activity is changing the 
environment around us. Students will use the design thinking process to develop and present a solution 
to a current issue facing humanity. Applied Science is not only an excellent introduction to senior 
studies, but also an opportunity to allow students to develop informed opinions for life beyond the 
classroom. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


APPLIED 
SCIENCE


BIOLOGY 
(when combined 
with Biology and 


Chemistry)


PHYSICS 
(when combined 
with Physics and 


STEM)


CHEMISTRY
(when combined 
with Biology and 


Chemistry)


PSYCHOLOGY VCAL


Trades Agriculture 
Environment 


and 
Sustainability 


Teaching Health 
Professions 


YEAR 10 


 
 


VCE /  
VCAL /  


VET 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
• iPad/laptop 
• Possible excursion (cost may be 


involved) 
 


 








AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 


• Food and fibre production 
• Food specialisations  
• Investigating 
• Generating  
• Producing  
• Evaluating 
• Planning and managing  


 


 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Agriculture and Horticulture aims to equip students with the knowledge of plant and animal growth, 
production and nutrition. This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop and 
enhance their understanding of sustainable food and fibre industries and production. These topics are 
predominantly covered using theoretical and practical activities on our school Agriculture and 
Horticulture plot. The use of agricultural apps and agricultural computer programs will be incorporated 
throughout the students’ learning in this unit. This elective also introduces students Unit 1 & 2 VCE 
Agriculture and Horticulture Studies. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Agriculture and 
Horticulture 


Agriculture and 
Horticulture Studies 


(VCE)
Agriculture (VET) Horticulture (VET) Animal Studies 


(VET)


Education Sustainability 
Animal 
Health 


Business 
Mangemant Agronomy 


YEAR 10 
 


 


VCE/ 
VCAL / 


 VET 
 
 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad/Laptop 
• Attendance to excursions (cost 


involved) 
• A3 writing book and display 


folder 








DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Digital Systems 


• The use of hardware and software in the movement 
of and access to data in networked digital systems 


Data and Information 
• Solutions for sharing ideas and information online 


Creating Digital Solutions 
• Design algorithms and modular programs 


 


 


  


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
Digital Technologies aims to equip students to become confident and creative developers of digital 
solutions through the application of information systems and specific ways of thinking to problem solving. 
This subject provides students the opportunity to develop and enhance their knowledge of digital 
systems, data and information, and the creating digital solutions. Students will do so through the use of 
computational, design and systems thinking as well as traditional classroom learning. 
 
Completing this unit will encourage students to be discerning decision makers by considering different 
ways of managing the interactions between digital systems, people, data and processes. Students will be 
able to weigh up the possible benefits and potential risks for society and the environment so they can 
take up an active role in meeting current and future needs.  
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Digital 
Technologies


Applied 
Computing Algorithmics Design 


Technologies VET


Robotics Web 
Designer 


Software 
Development Engineering Game Design 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE/  
VCAL /VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• IPAD/laptop 
• Some programming knowledge 
• Industry based excursions (cost 


involved) 
 








 








HEALTH 
Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Evaluate factors that shape identities, and analyse how individuals impact the 
identities of others (VCHPEP143) 
Plan, rehearse and evaluate options (including CPR and first aid) for managing 
situations where their own or others’ health, safety and wellbeing may be at risk  
(VCHPEP144) 
Identify and critique the accessibility and effectiveness of support services based in 
the community that impact on the ability to make healthy and safe choices  
(VCHPEP145) 
Evaluate situations and propose appropriate emotional responses and then reflect 
on possible outcomes of different responses to health and wellbeing  
(VCHPEP147) 
Plan, implement and critique strategies to enhance the health, safety and wellbeing 
of their communities (VCHPEP149) 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
The Health (It’s all about me) is a new course for 2022. It is designed to give students an understanding of all 
dimensions of health (Physical, Social, Mental, Emotional and Spiritual) and how it effects individuals and 
communities.  The course provides students with the knowledge and skills to be proactive with their own and 
others health, as well as explore the services and community initiatives in the health space.  


Students will look at individuals’, families and communities. They will cover topics such as; identity and gender 
specific education, sexual health, consent, nutrition, preventative health, alcohol and drug education, pregnancy, 
growth and development stages, mental and emotional health.  


It presents opportunities for students to apply their value systems to decisions concerning health, through a 
variety of topics for ultimate student engagement.  


 


 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Health


Health and 
Human Dev. Biology Physical 


Education


Humanitarian 
Aid work 


 


Nutritionist/
Dietician Social Work Nurse Education 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


Folder/workbook 


iPad/Laptop 


 



http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP143

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP144

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP145

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP147

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP149






FITNESS FOR SPORT 
Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 
MOVING THE BODY 
Apply movement concepts and strategies to enhance 
performance  
 
UNDERSTANDING MOVEMENT  
Understand how and why the body moves and how to 
enhance the quality of movement and performance 
 
 
 
 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Fitness for Sport aims to give students the opportunity to improve their skills in selected activities. This 
unit focuses on developing skills to improve personal fitness through an understanding of energy 
systems, training methods and principles, and fitness components. The practical sessions provide the 
opportunity to reinforce the theory components. Students may use a range of Technological 
Applications relating to fitness. This elective provides a pathway into VCE Physical Education or VET 
Sport and Recreation. 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Fitness for 
Sport


Physical 
Education


VET Sport and 
Recreation


Sports 
Science 


Sports 
Medicine 


Sports 
Coaching 


Personal 
Training Teaching 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• School PE Uniform 
• iPad 
• Folder to maintain class 


materials (including plastic 
pockets) 


 








SPORT PERFORMANCE and GAMES 
Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 
MOVING THE BODY 
Apply movement concepts and strategies to enhance 
performance  
 
UNDERSTANDING MOVEMENT  
Analyse and evaluate theories, techniques and 
strategies to enhance movement 
 
 
 
 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Sport Performance and Games aims to give students the opportunity to improve their skills in selected 
activities. This unit focuses on utilising Biomechanical and Skill Acquisition Principles to improve and 
understand performance. The theory component introduces a variety of topics, which are reinforced 
through involvement in practical sessions. Students may use a range of Technological Applications 
relating to sport performance. This elective provides a pathway into VCE Physical Education or VET 
Sport and Recreation. 
 


POTENTIAl PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Sport 
Performance 
and Games


Physical 
Education


VET Sport and 
Recreation


Sports 
Science 


Sports 
Medicine 


Sports 
Coaching 


Personal 
Training Teaching 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• School PE Uniform 
• iPad 
• Folder to maintain class 


materials (including plastic 
pockets) 


 








OUTDOOR RECREATION 
Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Plan, rehearse and evaluate options (including CPR and first aid) for managing 
situations where their own or others’ health, safety and wellbeing may be at risk  
(VCHPEP144) 
 
Investigate how empathy and ethical decision-making contribute to respectful 
relationships (VCHPEP146) 
 
Plan and evaluate new and creative interventions that promote their own and 
others’ connection to community and natural and built environments (VCHPEP150) 
 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
The Outdoor Education course is designed to give students an appreciation for the outdoor environment, skills to 
lead and work with others, as well as developing technical outdoor activity skills. The course provides students 
with the knowledge and skills to study Outdoor and Environmental Studies in Years 11 and 12. Outdoor activities 
include but are not limited to Mountain Bike Riding, Bushwalking, Canoeing, Stand Up Paddle Boarding. Students 
experience learning in local outdoor environments. 


Students prepare for a major expedition of two nights and three days in the Otway National Park. The expedition 
is used as a tool to measure students' preparation, skill development, interpersonal skills, leadership and 
environmental awareness. Student’s will be required to keep a journal as a part of the assessment, a key 
requirement for VCE Outdoor and Environmental Studies. 


 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Outdoor 
Recreation


Physical 
Education


Outdoor & 
Environmental 


Studies


VET Sport and 
Recreation


Enviro 
Science  Outdoor 


Instructors 
Parks & 
Gardens Teaching 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


Folder/workbook 


iPad/Laptop 


Additional costs will be involved 
depending on camps/excursions  


 



http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP144

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP146

http://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP150






MUSIC PERFORMANCE 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
MUSIC 
Explore and Express Ideas 
 
Music Practices 
 
Present and Perform 
 
Respond and Interpret 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Music Performance aims to equip students with skills for both solo and group performances. This unit 
focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their practical knowledge 
of their instrument of choice. They will also develop their aural and music theory skills. Students will 
analyse different pieces of music and use their new skills to create their own composition. Both 
independent and group work skills will be required in Music Performance. The use of ICT will be 
incorporated throughout the students’ learning in this unit. This elective introduces students to skills 
needed for VCE Music Performance. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Music 


Music
Music Style and 


Composition
(via Correspondence)


Music 
Industry


Teaching Music 
Performer 


Music 
Production The Arts Music 


Business 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad or device 
• Musicianship and Aural theory 


workbook 
• Headphones 
• Instrument of choice 


 








MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
MUSIC 
Explore and Express Ideas 
Music Practices 
Respond and Interpret  
 
DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES  
Digital Systems 
 
PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITIES 
 


 
 
 


 
 


 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Music Technology is designed for both the music performer and non-performer who is interested in the 
technical side of the music industry. This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to 
develop and enhance their practical knowledge of sound reinforcement, music editing, and production 
capabilities. Students will learn how to set up the auditorium for live performances, create lighting for 
performances and set up and run the portable PA system using the digital desk. Students will create 
their own film score using a range of different programs and/or record their performances in the 
recording studio. Both independent and group work skills will be required in Music Technology. The use 
of ICT will be incorporated heavily throughout the students’ learning in this unit. This elective 
introduces students to skills needed for VCE VET Music Industry. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Music 
Technology 


Music
Music Style and 


Composition
(via Correspondence)


Music 
Industry


Teaching Music 
Performer 


Music 
Production The Arts Music 


Business 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• Computer (preferred) or iPad 
• Headphones 


 








THEATRE STUDIES 
Duration: Semester Unit   


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 


DANCE 
 
Explore and Express Ideas 
Dance Practices 
Present and Perform 
Respond and Interpret 
 


DRAMA 
 
Explore and Express Ideas 
Drama Practices 
Present and Perform 
Respond and Interpret 
 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Theatre Studies aims to equip students with practical skills regarding different aspects of theatre 
production. This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to develop and further their 
knowledge of acting, dance, stage direction, stagecraft, theatre history and performance. These topics 
are covered using practical tasks and group work. The use of ICT will be incorporated throughout the 
students’ learning in this unit. Students will make use of the auditorium in order to stage their own 
production. This elective introduces students a variety of roles that are involved in theatre production, 
both at Year 10 and (Senior Curriculum Frameworks). 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Theatre 
Studies


Dance Drama Theatre 
Studies


Teaching Dance 
Performance 


Media 
Studies The Arts Film 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad or device 
• Attendance at production 


workshop (no cost involved) 








 








PRODUCT DESIGN 
 AND CONSTRUCTION 


Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES 


Materials and technologies specialisations 


Investigating 


Generating 


Producing  


Evaluating 


Planning and managing 


 


 


 


  


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Technology (product, design and construction) aims to equip students with the opportunity to develop 
their DESIGN SKILLS, in particular the designing of innovative and functional products, as well as their 
ability to plan, build, construct and evaluate. It also provides students with the opportunity to develop 
practical ‘hands on’ skills as they BUILD and CONSTRUCT one or more functional innovative products for an ‘end-
user’ using a material (or materials) of their choice. 
Students learn industry standards related to safe and correct work practices which incorporates Occupational 
Health and Safety regulations. 
NB: Students are required to source and fund their primary material requirements. 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Technology


Systems 
Engineering


Product Design 
and Technology


VCAL Work 
Related Skills 


VET Building 
and 


Construction


Teaching Apprentice 
Architecture 


or 
Engineering 


Industrial 
Product 
Design 


Building and 
Construction 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
• Computer or iPad 
• Computer Aided Design (CAD) 


skills (not compulsory) 
• Technical Drawing equipment 
• Access to practical a workshop 
• Access to construction tools 
• Appropriate foot wear, ear and 


eye protection 
 








TEXTILES 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Food and fibre production: 


• Investigate and make judgements on the ethical and 
sustainable production of fibre 


 
Materials and technologies specialisations:  


• Investigate and make judgements on the characteristics 
and properties of materials 
 


Creating designed solutions:  
• Investigating, generating, producing, evaluating  


 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Textiles aims to give students the opportunity to further develop their practical skills through the design 
process. They will have the opportunity to produce their own fabric through felt making and to design, 
plan, research, produce and evaluate their individually designed item. Part of the research will involve 
looking into ethical and sustainable fibre production. Ethical issues surrounding the fashion trade will 
also be investigated. Skill building in construction techniques and embellishment will be part of the 
focus in the first term. Recycle, refurbish, reuse will guide the second term design brief and if time 
permits students will be able to engage in extension work. 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Textiles


Product 
Design & 


Technology


Fashion 
Buyer 


Textiles 
Teacher  


Marketplace 
Manager Costume Creator Designer 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• Assessment will include 


portfolio review, design plans, 
creating and making as well as 
research. 


 








GLOBAL GOODIES 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
DESIGN TECHNOLIGIES 
Principles of food safety, preparation presentation and 
sensory perceptions 
 
Australian and Global food systems 
 
Food security 
 
Create and apply design solutions 


 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Global Goodies aims to equip students with an understanding of Global Cuisine. They will acquire skills 
and knowledge related to Australian Indigenous Foods and historical influences on the development of 
our Australian food culture. Students investigate multicultural foods with an emphasis on the Asian 
region using a variety of practical and research activities. The second part of the course involves 
students designing and creating celebratory cakes. This elective introduces students to Year 11 and 12 
Food Studies. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Global 
Goodies


Food Studies
Health & 
Human 


Development


Dietetics Food 
Technology 


Consumer 
Science Hospitality Food 


Manufacturing 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• IPAD 
• CONTAINER 
• WORK FOLDER 


 








MAGIC MEALS 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 


DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES 
Principles of food safety, preparation, presentation and 
sensory perceptions 
 
Create and apply design solutions 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
 
Magic Meals aims to equip students with an understanding of food while acquiring skills and knowledge 
to plan and prepare family meals. These topics are predominantly covered using practical work in meal 
preparation. This practical work will be complemented with investigation of understanding food labels, 
making wise food choices and using the Australian Dietary Guidelines to design a range of daily family 
meals. This elective introduces students to Year 11 and 12 Food Studies. 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Magic Meals


Food Studies
Health & 
Human 


Development


Dietetics Food 
Technology 


Consumer 
Science Hospitality Food 


Manufacturing 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• Container 
• Display Folder 


 








ART 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
ART 
 
Explore and Express Ideas 
Visual Arts Practices 
Present 
Respond and Interpret 
 


 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Art aims to equip students with the confidence and skills to develop their interest in the Visual Arts. This 
unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to progress their creative and hands-on art 
making skills and techniques. Topics are often themed based and involve students researching ideas, 
developing and refining designs, and creating artworks that express their individual artist style. Art 
making will mainly involve drawing, painting, printing and clay. Art styles from realistic through to 
abstract will also be explored. Throughout the semester students will look at artists and their artworks 
for inspiration and analysis. 


 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Art


Studio Arts
Visual 


Communication 
Design


Media 


Arts 
Education 


Community 
Arts 


 


Multi Media 
Arts 


Fine Arts & 
Illustrator 


Commercial 
Art & Design 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• A3 Visual Diary 
• Items as described on the 


booklist 
 








PHOTO FILM MEDIA 
Duration: Semester Unit  


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
Photo Film Media 
 
Explore and Represent Ideas 
Media Arts Practices 
Present 
Respond and Interpret 
 


 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Photo Film Media aims to equip students with the confidence and skill to develop their interest and skills in 
photography, film making and print media production. Students continue to develop their ‘eye’ for camera 
subject and composition, as well as post production editing options and filters. Film making also continues to 
explore story-telling, production, and editing techniques. Print media advances to include magazine style layout 
which involves the exploration of letterform, layout design, photography and interviewing. Throughout the 
semester students will look at media artists and their production work for inspiration and analysis. Students 
present the semester’s work in their Photo Film Media booklet, which in itself, is a media production. 


 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Photo Film 
Media


Media Studio Arts
Visual 


Communication 
Design


Film / Video 
Production 


Media 
Education Photography Media & 


Communications 
Digital 
Media 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• Students will make a Photo Film 


Media Booklet as they did in 
Year 9  


 








VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN 
Duration: Semester Unit 


1 
 


 


VICTORIAN CURRICULUM FOCUS  
 


Visual Communication Design 
 
Explore and Express Ideas 
Visual Communication Design Practices 
Present 
Respond and Interpret 
 


 


 


DESCRIPTION 
 
Visual Communication Design aims to equip students with the confidence and skills to develop their 
interest in visual and graphic design. This unit focuses on providing students with the opportunity to 
develop and enhance their problem solving and technical drawing skills. Topics are predominantly 
covered by set tasks that require a visual solution as well as the application of technical drawing 
methods. Creative ideas will be brought to life through the design process as well as allowing students 
to pursue their specific tastes in the application of the design elements and principles. Students will 
cover perspective drawing, paraline drawing as well as commercial and environmental design. 
Throughout the semester students will look at designers and their designs for inspiration and analysis. 
 


POTENTIAL PATHWAYS 
(Subject to course availability) 


 


 


 


 


 


Visual 
Communication 


Design


Visual 
Communication 


Design
Studio Arts Media


Visual 
Merchandising 


Design 
Education 


Design and 
Architecture 


Graphic 
Designer 


Web/APP 
Designer 


YEAR 10 


 


 


VCE /VCAL / VET 


 


 


FURTHER 
STUDY/ 


POSSIBLE 
CAREERS 


SUBJECT REQUIREMENTS 
 


• iPad 
• A3 Visual Dairy 
• Items as described on the 


booklist 
 








VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING 
 


 


 


VOCATIONAL EDUCATION & TRAINING 
What is Vocational Education & Training? 
Vocational Education & Training (VET) allows you to combine your senior secondary studies with a 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) program.  
Colac Secondary College offer a range of VET courses, provided by The Gordon TAFE, South West TAFE, 
The National Academy of Hair and Beauty or other Registered Training Organisations.  


How does it work? 
You can undertake a VET program as part of your VCE or VCAL studies. 
VET programs are run over one or two years, which you complete during Years 10, 11 and/or 12 
depending on when you start. 
Programs are generally conducted on Wednesday however other days may need to be utilised dependant 
on the course selected. 
 
What are the benefits?  
VET is a unique opportunity for you to experience a career you may be considering.  
As a result, you can:  


• Contribute to the eligibility requirements for VCE or VCAL.   
• Develop ‘job ready’ skills and experience in your chosen industry.  
• Receive a nationally accredited qualification.  
• Achieve a pathway and credits towards higher level courses.  


Gain credit into apprenticeships and possibly reduce the duration of an apprenticeship. 
 
 
Courses Offered by Colac Secondary College 


AUR20716: Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation “ Motor Mechanics”  
   The Gordon 


22338VIC: Certificate II in Building and Construction (Carpentry) Pre-Apprenticeship 
The Gordon 


SHB201167: Certificate II in Retail Cosmetics (specific course details will be provided at a later date) 
The Centre of Excellence 


 


Students must attend information sessions throughout Term 3. 
 


 





